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SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF MARINE SECURITY GUARDS 
TO EMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 

1 . AS CULMINATION OF REPEATED EFFORTS DURING 1976 TO 
WIN THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT'S (GOTT) 

ACQUIESCENCE TO THE POSTING OF MARINE SECURITY GUARDS 
(MSG) AT THE EMBASSY, AND REPEATED GOTT SILENCE IN 
RETURN, I DELIVERED A FORMAL NOTE TO THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ON DECEMBER 16. IN A PRIVATE LUNCHEON 
JANUARY 12, 1 PRESSED FOREIGN MINISTER DONALDSON 

FOR SOME RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST. DONALDSON REFRAINED 
FROM BEING PINNED DOWN DIRECTLY ON THE SUBJECT, BUT 
INDICATED GOTT UNDERSTANDING OF THE EMBASSY'S DESIRE 
TO HAVE ITS OWN SECURITY PERSONNEL AND AFFIRMED THAT 
THIS WAS ACCEPTABLE. 

2. DONALDSON REPEATEDLY STATED THAT THE ISSUE WAS 
"POLITICAL," AND THAT THAT WAS THE REASON WE HAD 
RECEIVED NO DIRECT REPLY. HE CITED PRIME MINISTER 
WILLIAMS’ DIRECT AVERSION TO ANYTHING "MILITARY." 
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NEVERTHELESS, HE INDICATED NO OBJECTION TO THE 
INTRODUCTION OF AMERICAN SECURITY PERSONNEL IF WE 
DOWN-PLAYED THE MILITARY ASPECT AND AVOIDED UNIFORMS. 

3. ON THE BASIS OF THIS CONVERSATION, I BELIEVE WE 
HAVE SUFFICIENT AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH THE 
PLANNED MSG CONTINGENT HERE. WE HAVE TACIT ACCEPTANCE, 
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AND IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THE GOTT IS WILLING TO GIVE US 
A MORE FORMAL GO AHEAD IN VIEW OF THEIR OWN OPINIONS 
ON THE SUBIECT. 

4. 1 THEREFORE RECOMMEND THAT ASSIGNMENT ACTION BE 
STARTED FOR THE EMPLACEMENT OF A NORMAL MSG CONTINGENT 
AT THIS EMBASSY AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE IN 1977. AS SOON 
AS DEPARTMENT S APPROVAL IS INDICATED, WE WILL PROCEED 
TO OBLIGATE HOUSING. 

5. IT WILL BE NECESSARY IN THE BEGINNING FOR MSG'S 

TO STAND THEIR WATCHES IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES, ALTHOUGH 
IN A REASONABLY SHORT TIME I WOULD EXPECT TO SHIFT THEM 
TO UNIFORM WHILE ON DUTY IN THE CHANCERY. IT WOULD 
STILL BE NECESSARY NOT WAER UNIFORMS ON THE STREET, 
HOWEVER, AND THE TRADITIONAL MARINE CORPS BALL MAY 
HAVE TO BE OMITTED HERE. 

6. THE FORTHCOMING ASSIGNMENT OF MARINES ONCE MORE 
HIGHLIGHTS OUR NEED FOR PROMPT APPROVAL OF PENDING 
CHANCERY EXPANSION PLANS HERE. WE MUST HAVE ENHANCED 
ENTRANCE CONTROL, RECEPTION AREA, NCIOC OFFICE, AND A 
UNIFORM CHANGING AND CLOSET SPACE. THESE FACILITIES 
ALONG WITH CRITICALLY NEEDED CONSULAR SPACE AND 
VISITOR CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE INCORPORATED IN 
THE PLANNED EXPANSION, BUT AS DEPT AWARE, WE LITERALLY 
HAVE NOWHERE TP ACCOMMODATE ANYONE AT THE MOMENT. 
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